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Composition of 4 and 5 Prompts for Learning
Gi

Guidance
Children will continue to develop the understanding that
all numbers are made up of smaller numbers.
Allow them to explore and notice the different
compositions of 4 and 5. For example 5 can be
composed of 1and 1and 3 or 2 and 3 or 1and 4.
0® O .. .. PY : [ ]
Encourage them to subitise (instantly recognise these
small quantities without counting).
Encourage them to notice how numbers can be
composed of 2 parts or more than 2 parts.

Other Resources
Number Blocks - The Whole of Me
The Ugly Five - Julia Donaldson

1 Spy Numbers - Jean Marzello
5 Friends Counting - Oxford Owls

ive the children 5 bean bags. Ask them to throw them into a
hoop noticing how many land inside the hoop and how many
land outside. Encourage them to record their results.

Is there ever O inside or outside the hoop?

Ask the children to count out 5 double-sided counters.
Shake and drop them onto the table.
How many are red? How many are yellow?
Look at your partners. Is it the same?
Drop them again. What has changed?
Could you show your counters on a 5 frame?
If you had 5 red counters, how many yellow would there be?
(Butter beans with one side painted are an alternative to double
sided counters and are easily manipulated by litle fingers.)

Play Bunny Ears ‘ ‘

Using 2 hands to be the ears, how many ways can you show 4
or 5 fingers? Can you see what number | have made?
Can you make ears the same as mine?

Can you make the same number in a different way?
How many different ways can we find?
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Composition of 4 and 5 Number Shapes

Use the number shapes to
Water Cacy investigate which smaller numbers combine to
Set up a log and pool and provide 5 W - make exactly 4 or 5. Check by sitting them on
speckled frogs for the children to top of the whole number.
re-enact the song. Encourage the childrento Is there more than one combination?
sing the song as they play and to count how Which number has the most combinations?

many frogs are on the log and in the pool at (8]
the end of each verse. = m
Enhancements to
Outdoors areas of learning
Provide 4 children with 2 hoops labelled
yes and no.
Children take turns to ask questions and
sort themselves into the hoops. For
example: Do you like carrots?
Have you got a sister? What is the same? What is different?
Can you find a question which sorts the How many different towers can you build?
children into 4 and 0? What if you make towers of 4 cubes?

Construction

Provide cubes in 2 different colours.
Ask the children to build a tower of 5.
Compare the towers.
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How Many are Hidden?

Show the children 4 or 5 small world creatures.
Ask them to close their eyes whilst you cover some with a
blue cloth to resemble a pool. Can they work out how
many of the ducks you have put into the ‘pool’?

Practise in different contexts for example teddies and a
“tent, horses and a 'stable’ cars and a ‘garage’. Encourage
children to use concrete objects, draw a picture or use their
fingers to help them explain how they know what is
missing.

Exploring Possibilities @

Show the children an empty feely bag.
Together, count 4 pebbles into the bag.

Take out an unseen amount in your hand.

Ask the children to discuss how many could be in your
hand and how many could be left in the bag.

Key Questions

How many are hidden? How do you know?
Can you draw a picture to show me?
Can you show me with these cubes?

How many pebbles could | have in my hand?
If I have 3 pebbles in my hand, how many will be in the bag?
Could I still have 4 pebbles left inside the bag?

If there are 4 in the bag, how many will be in my hand?
Could | have O pebbles in my hand?

Could there be O in the bag?

Could | have 5 pebbles in my hand? How do you know?

Hidden Bonds

Show the children 2 buckets.
Explain that you have 5 pebbles hidden inside the buckets.
Ask the children how many pebbles could be in each bucket.
Could this bucket have O pebbles?

Could this bucket have 4 pebbles? How do you know?




